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A dying servant

DAILY READING:
Luke 7:1-3

If someone you loved were very sick, what
would you do? You might take him or her to a
doctor or hospital or get medicine. What if none of those things worked?

LUKE 7:2-3 Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the
point of death, who was highly valued by him. 3When the centurion
heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him to
come and heal his servant.

THINK ABOUT IT!
The centurion was a leader who had authority over many Roman
soldiers but he had a problem he couldn’t solve. What was it?

The centurion had probably tried to get help but the servant he valued was
about to die. Why might the centurion have thought Jesus would be able
to help?

The centurion might have heard about the things Jesus had done. He had
faith Jesus could heal his servant. Jesus was a Jewish teacher. Why would
He want to help a Roman soldier? What would you have done if you were
the centurion?

The centurion sent some Jewish leaders to ask for Jesus’ help.

PRAY
Ask God to help you believe that Jesus
can care for all your problems.
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DAILY READING:
Luke 7:3-6

Deserving of help
If you are

saved, you won’t have any more
problems in life, right? Wrong! As long as you live
on Earth, things won’t be perfect but there’s good news! Read on!
LUKE 7:4-6 And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him
earnestly, saying, “He is worthy …5for he loves our nation, and he is
the one who built us our synagogue.” 6And Jesus went with them.
When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends,
saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to
have you come under my roof.

THINK ABOUT IT!
The Jewish elders were important people in the town. They went to Jesus.
What did they ask Him to do?

The leaders wouldn’t do this for most Romans. They wanted to show
Jesus that this centurion was special. What reasons did they give that he
deserved help?

The centurion was a Roman but he loved the Jewish people. Why do you
think God allowed the servant of this man who loved His people to get sick?

God had a plan all along. God has a plan for you, too. Romans 8:28 says
God works all things out for good for those who love Him. God knows
about the hard things in your life. He wants you to trust Him to work things
out for the best. What hard thing do you need to trust God with today?

PRAY
Thank God that He will work things out for good in your life.
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Not worthy

DAILY READING:
Luke 7:4-7

Do you ever feel like you don’t deserve all
God has done for you? God’s love is not something
people deserve. He gives it because He wants to. Someone in the story didn’t
feel deserving either.

LUKE 7:6-7 …the centurion sent friends, saying to him, “Lord, do
not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under
my roof. 7Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the
word, and let my servant be healed.

THINK ABOUT IT!
Jesus and the Jewish elders headed toward the centurion’s house but
before they arrived, who stopped them?

The centurion didn’t think he deserved to have Jesus at his house. Why do
you suppose he thought that?

The centurion knew Jesus was a great teacher who could do miracles. He
believed so strongly that he didn’t think Jesus even needed to come to his
house. He knew he wasn’t worthy to have Jesus there.
You aren’t worthy of all the good things God does for you either! You could
only be saved from sin because Jesus died for you. It’s amazing that He
keeps working things out for good in your life, doing what He knows is best!
How can you show God your thankfulness?


PRAY
Ask God to help you understand how much He loves you.
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Say the word

DAILY READING:
Luke 7:6-8

Who has authority

over you? Who do
you have to obey? You may think of your parents,
teachers, school principal or others. None of them have nearly as much
authority as Jesus has!
LUKE 7:7-8 Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say
the word, and let my servant be healed. 8For I too am a man set
under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and
he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant,
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

THINK ABOUT IT!
The Roman centurion was sure Jesus could heal his servant. He knew
Jesus didn’t even need to touch the young man to heal him. What did the
centurion ask Jesus to do in verse seven?

The centurion knew Jesus even had power over life and death! The
centurion understood authority. He had control over his soldiers. What did
they have to do when he gave them orders?

The centurion’s men obeyed his commands but he knew Jesus’ authority
was far greater than his! The centurion truly believed Jesus could do
anything. He told Jesus, “Just say the word and my servant will be healed.”
Do you really believe God can do great things? What great thing will you
ask God to do?


PRAY
Ask God to show His great power in your life.
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Such faith!

DAILY READING:
Luke 7:6-9

The centurion’s servant

was about to
die. Jesus could heal him yet this centurion had so
much faith in Jesus that he stopped Jesus from coming to his house! He
trusted Jesus’ power completely!
LUKE 7:7, 9 Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say
the word, and let my servant be healed…9When Jesus heard these
things, he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed
him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.”

THINK ABOUT IT!
Jesus was amazed! What did He tell the crowd about the centurion’s faith?

The Jews in Israel were Jesus’ own people. You would expect them to believe.
They had heard Jesus teach and had seen His miracles but no one in Israel
had faith like this Roman centurion had. What would you like to have Jesus
say about your faith in Him and His power?

If you really have faith in God you will trust Him to do what is best. He may
not do what you want, but He will always do what is best.
If you love God you can trust Him to work out everything in your life for
good. Ask God to give you greater faith in Him.

PRAY
Thank God that you can trust Him completely.
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God knows best

DAILY READING:
Luke 7:10

Will God always give you what you ask for?

God has three answers to prayer: yes, no and wait.
He may not give you the answer you want. See if you can find out why as
you read.
LUKE 7:7, 10 Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say
the word, and let my servant be healed… 10And when those who
had been sent returned to the house, they found the servant well.

THINK ABOUT IT!
Did Jesus do what the centurion asked Him to? How do you know?

Jesus healed the centurion’s servant. God’s Son knew all about this situation.
He knew healing the servant was the right thing to do for this man of faith.
God knows what is best in your life, too. Why may God answer “no” when
you ask Him for something?

God knows everything that will ever happen in your life. He won’t give you
what you want if He knows it isn’t the right time or that it wouldn’t be good
for you. You can trust God to use His power for the best in your life. What
is something you have asked God for that He has answered “wait” or “no”?


PRAY
Thank God that He gives you what you
need instead of what you want.
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Time to rest

DAILY READING:
Mark 4:35-36

After work, your mom or dad may come

home and say, “I need some peace and quiet!” He or
she is tired! Do you know that the Lord Jesus became tired, too?
MARK 4:35-36 On that day, when evening had come, he said to
them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36And leaving the crowd,
they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats
were with him.

THINK ABOUT IT!
Jesus had been teaching crowds of people by a big lake all day long. He
must have been very tired! What did He ask the disciples to do?

Why did Jesus want to leave the crowd behind?

Jesus knew He and His disciples needed rest. Jesus needed time with God
the Father too. He enjoyed spending time with the Father, but He also
shared His needs with Him. God the Father was Jesus’ refuge, His place of
safety.
Psalm 46:1 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble.” God would give His Son strength and help. This promise is for
you, too, if you are God’s child. What does it say God will be in your time
of trouble?


PRAY
Thank God that He is always ready to give
you the help and strength you need.
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